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This friend and colleague gave Paracelsus asylum after his
flight from Basle. But they soon quarreled over medical doc-
trine and education. In 1530 Fries published a defense of
Avicenna, and in 1531 he inserted in his Practica an oblique
censure of "charlatans and empirics who have little knowledge
and no degrees." Fries asserted that he venerated a bone of
Avicenna more than all the relics of Christian saints. Yet he
was one of the first to call Paracelsus a necromancer, and to say
that his magic came from the devil.
While Paracelsus tried to settle in Colmar, a letter from
Amerbach informed him that his affair in Basle could not be
straightened out easily. In his answer, Paracelsus offered no
suggestions. He seemed to have given up Basle. Spitefully, he
informed his friend that his large practice in Colmar made it
impossible for him to accept Amerbach's kind invitation to visit
him at his farm at Neuenburg.
Oporinus rejoined his master; other disciples followed; and
soon the merry crowd was together again. The circle was en-
larged by the pharmacist, Dr. Melchior Dorss, and other such
notables. Despite his eccentricities and his horseplay, Paracelsus
was a good mixer. Two town officials, well respected in hu-
manist circles, Konrad Wickram and Hieronymus Boner, also
joined this round table. To each he dedicated a book written in
Colmar, one on surgical disorders, the other on syphilis.
News of Paracelsus7 involvements, however, had reached
Colmar together with his person. The town authorities took
no chances. Giving him a temporary permit to stay, they did
not grant him domicile, nor a permit to publish the book on
syphilis which he expected would bring him fame.
No extension having been granted, Paracelsus again had to
seek a refuge. Leaving his belongings with Dr. Dorss, he traveled
to Esslingen, a small town in Wiirttemberg where the Hohen-
heirns owned a house. He sojourned there awhile and had Opo-